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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 
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PCT/AU2003/000481 



L Basis of the repor t 

With regard to the elements of flie intemational application:"* 
|X| the intemational application as originally filed. 

I I the description, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages , received on with the letter of 

I I the claims, pages as originally filed, 

pages , as amended (together with any statement) mider Article 19, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages , received on with the letter of 

I I the drawings, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages , received on wi& the letter of 
I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages , as originally filed 

pages , filed with the demand 

pages , received on with the letter of 

2. With regard to tiie language, all the elements marked above were available or fimiished to this Authority in the language in 
which the intemational application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or fiimished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

I I the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of intemational search (und^ Rule 23.1(b)). 

I I the language of publication of the intemational application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I I language of the translation furnished for the pmposes of intemational preliminary examination (imder Rxiles 55.2 
and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the intemational 

pr eliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 
I I contained in the intemational application in written fonn. 

1 I filed together with the intemational application in conq)uter readable form. 

I I fomished subsequently to this Autiiority in written form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

I ] statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
intemational application as filed has been furnished. 

I I The; statement that the information recorded in conq)uter readable form is identical to tiie written sequence listing has 
been furnished 

^- \^ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

[ I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig. 

^ • Em report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to 
go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated itf tiie Supplem ental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70.16 and 70,17). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 



Forni PCT/IPEA/409 (Box I) (July 1998) 



' INTERNATIONAL PREIJMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/AU2003/000481 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial applicability; citations 
and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 




YES 




Claims 


1-9 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 




YES 




Claims 


1-9 


NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claims 


1-9 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 
Citations 

Derwent Abstract Accession No. 87-204821/29, class P64 
SU 1276510 A (BOLKVADZE) 15 December 1986 
Abstract (& SU 1276510, Figures) 

GB 1545223 A (HANFORD BOOT RESEARCH PTY LTD) 2 May 1979 
Claims , 

EP 545346 B (TECHNISCHE UNT/ERSITAT DRESDEN) 12 June 1996 
Claintis and Figure 2 

Reasoning 

SU 1276510 discloses forming a hollow concrete column wherein surplus water is removed through openings in 
a mandrel which includes a valve used for controlling the removal of water. Consequently, independent claims 
1-3 are not novel. The features defined in claims 4-9 are either disclosed in SU 1276510 or are features that 
cannot be considered to involve an inventive step. 

GB 1545223 discloses a mould liner containing numerous valves that are normally closed. When pressure is 
applied to a concrete slurry, water is forced out of the container through the valves. Although this document 
does not disclose the vertical moulding of long articles it is considered that it would not be inventive to apply the 
disclosed mould liner to forming such articles. Consequently, independent claims 1-3 lack an inventive step. 
The features defined m claims 4-9 are either disclosed in GB 1545223 or are features that cannot be considered 
to involve an inventive step. 

EP 545346 discloses a filter tube for the removal of excess water from a concrete structure. The filter has 
perforations in its wall and a control tube fits inside the filter tube. The control tube is inserted fiilly into the 
filter tube whilst the concrete is being poured. As the concrete is being compacted the control tube is withdrawn 
so that excess water flows througji the perforations into the filter tube. Although this document does not disclose, 
the vertical moulding of long articles it is considered that it would not be inventive to apply the disclosed filter 
tube to forming such articles. Consequently, independent claims 1-3 lack an inventive step. The features 
defined in claims 4-9 are either disclosed in-EP 545346 or are features that cannot be considered to involve an 
inventive step. 
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Vin, Certain observations on the international application 



The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question wheflier the claims are fully 
supported by the description, are made: 

Claim 5 is not clear because it defines "a mould liner as claimed in claim 3". However, claim 3 defines a "mould" 
rather than a '^mould liner". 
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